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 824 students in Gr. 9-12

         Class of 2021 Results
97.2% of graduates attended 4 or 2 year colleges immediately after   graduation
89.6% of graduates attended 4 year colleges immediately after graduation

 Better than 90% of students participate in a sport, club, or activity at the high school 
each year

WHO ARE WE?



  22 AP courses 
  Significant growth in enrollment over last 10 years
  In 2009, 143 students took 276 exams; 84% passed (scored 3 or higher)
  In 2021, 228 students took 453 exams; 79% passed (scored 3 or higher)

 Recognized on AP District Honor Roll in 2016
 Ranked as #33 Top High School in NJ Monthly magazine in 2018

 
 Top students are consistently admitted to many excellent colleges/universities

CULTURE OF EXCELLENCE
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PTSO …. BIG STAGE



Extraordinary Learning Opportunities

 

Themes:
Student Leadership Opportunities

■ Relay for Life- June 3, 2022
● “Tip Off”...Kickoff event

Wellness/Stigma Free Initiatives
This Is Your School
Relationships

Global opportunities
■ Since 2013, we have sent groups of students to England, 
Germany, Ecuador, Italy, Peru, Bolivia, and Tanzania 
through curricular and co-curricular opportunities.  
■

Unique academic opportunities 
● Design Thinking - Human Centered Design
● Profile Projects - Students transfer knowledge in completing a 

a personalized project 



What is a Profile Project?

A Profile Project is an authentic, 
multifaceted capstone experience 
that allows for exploration of a 
passion, personal interest, or 
curiosity.  The Profile Project 
requirements are designed for all 
students to apply and transfer 
academic knowledge and skills to 
a personally meaningful context 
that culminates in student 
growth.  



Ramsey High School
Guidance and Counseling

● Twitter: @RamseyGuidance
● Gr. 4-12 Director of Guidance
● High School Guidance Counselors

○ 4 full-time
■ Averaging around 200 students each
■ 1 full-time student assistance counselor
■ 1 full-time social worker through West 

Bergen partnership
● Students remain with counselors for 4 years

Ramsey High School
Guidance and Counseling
Our primary goal is to 
supports student 
achievement through a 
comprehensive, 
developmentally appropriate, 
and equitable program that 
address the academic, 
career, and personal/social 
growth of all students.

https://twitter.com/ramseyguidance


Ramsey High School
Guidance and Counseling

● Delivery system
○ Classroom lessons, Naviance, website, 

small group lessons, parent meetings, 
individual counseling

○ Each grade level has 2-4 
classroom/small group academic, 
college, and/or career-oriented lessons

Ramsey High School
Guidance and Counseling
Our primary goal is to 
supports student 
achievement through a 
comprehensive, 
developmentally appropriate, 
and equitable program that 
address the academic, 
career, and personal/social 
growth of all students.



Ramsey High School
Guidance and Counseling

● Gr. 9--High School Transitions
○ Promoting good academic behaviors and 

extracurricular involvement
● Gr. 10--Understanding ourselves and career options

○ Myers-Briggs/reflection
● Gr. 11--College search and selection

○ Individual Junior Parent/Student conferences
● Gr. 12--College applications/admissions

○ Intensive support in Fall

Ramsey High School
Guidance and Counseling
Our primary goal is to 
supports student 
achievement through a 
comprehensive, 
developmentally appropriate, 
and equitable program that 
address the academic, 
career, and personal/social 
growth of all students.



Course Selection Process
▫ Collaboration between 

teachers, counselors, students, 
and parents

▫ Academic placement begins 
with teacher recommendations

▫ Elective selection based on 
individual preferences

▫ Elective scheduling based on 
availability of courses/resources



NJ Graduation Requirements
120 credits consisting of:

Graduation Requirements
The State of New Jersey 
endorses our diploma and lays 
out requirements by content 
area and in the area of state 
assessments

Full year courses = 5 credits
Half year courses=2.5 credits

20 credits 
English/Language Arts

5 credits
World History/Cultures

10 credits
United States History 

15 credits
Mathematics 

15 credits 
Science 

10 credits
World Language

5 credits
Physical Education, 
Health, and Safety for 
each year of enrollment

5 credits
21st Century Life and 
Careers, or 
Career-Technical 
Education

5 credits
Visual and Performing 
Arts

2.5 credits 
Financial Literacy



NJ Graduation Requirements

Graduation Requirements
The State of New Jersey 
endorses our diploma and 
lays out requirements by 
content area and in the area 
of state assessments

Remaining credits may be earned by choosing courses in the 
following areas:

Art                                       Music
Business Education         Reading
English                                Science
Family & Life Science               Social Studies
Industrial Arts/Technology     Special Education
Mathematics                         World Language
Interdisciplinary

Other approved academic/elective courses—taken here, 
through VHS, or at another institution

***All RHS graduates are required to satisfy NJDOE graduation 
assessment requirements and complete a Profile Project. Profile 
Projects are currently integrated within Senior Profile Courses 
across disciplines (with an interdisciplinary seminar option)



Typical 9th Grade Course Requests

1. English (4 years)

2. Mathematics (3-4 years)

3. Social Studies (3-4 years)

4. Science (3-4 years)

5. World Language (2-4 years)

6. PE/Health (4 years)

7. Full year elective or two semester courses

8. Full year elective or two semester courses

Students must take 35 credits each year; Study Halls “count” as 
electives but do not earn credits. A student cannot take more than 
two semester study halls a year.

Students at Ramsey 
High School have a 
schedule of 8 full year 
courses (or 
equivalent) plus 
lunch.



Academic Rigor Across Curriculum

Honors/AP Courses: Offered in English, Math, Science, and 
Social Studies

College Prep (CP): English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and 
Social Studies-class size ranges between 20-30 students; some 
sections are co-taught

Special Education/Replacement-Class size typically no larger 
than 10 students

Did you know?
In a typical year, 95+% 
of our students 
immediately enroll in a 
4 year or 2 year 
college.



Thinking About Course Requests

Scheduling process
From Smith to the High 
School is a collaborative 
process that begins with 
thoughtful, data-driven 
teacher recommendations 
and ends with parental 
review and input (as 
necessary)

1. Typical Recommendation Process
a. In-class performance (grades/work ethic)
b. Analysis of assessment data

i. District assessments
ii. NJSLA* results 

                          *not considered this year because they were 
 not administered last spring

2. Students select electives with counselors

3. Recommendations posted to portal and elective 
requests sent home to parents

4. Parents return elective form to Smith School 
Guidance
a. If you have questions, call Smith counselors
b. Follow up with supervisors, if necessary
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Elective Sheet Sample
This form will be sent home with 
your child after they meet with 
their school counselor to make 
preliminary selections.

Students are asked to “rank” their 
choices as we cannot guarantee all 
students can get their first choice 
electives.

#1 should be your top choice; #6 
your last choice

Study Halls “count” as electives, 
even though you do not earn 
credit for them



WAIVER OF PLACEMENT

Scheduling process
From Smith to the High 
School is a collaborative 
process that begins with 
thoughtful, data-driven 
teacher recommendations 
and ends with parental 
review and input (as 
necessary)

After discussing the rationale for placement with your 
student’s counselor, a parent may request a “waiver of 
placement” form.

The waiver of placement form asks you to:

a) acknowledge that your child’s recommendation 
was based on carefully considered criteria

b) accept responsibility for consequences for 
overriding our recommendation/placement

c) acknowledge that reversal for a waiver once 
enacted may not be allowed should your child 
struggle in the course level of your choosing 

DEADLINE FOR WAIVER SUBMISSION*: MARCH 18, 
2022                



WAIVER OF PLACEMENT

Scheduling process
From Smith to the High 
School is a collaborative 
process that begins with 
thoughtful, data-driven 
teacher recommendations 
and ends with parental 
review and input (as 
necessary)

DEADLINE FOR WAIVER SUBMISSION*: 

MARCH 18, 2022   
           

*This is the deadline for students/parents to submit the 
waiver of placement to the school.

*This deadline provides you, as the parent, with three weeks 
to consider your child’s teacher recommendation and collect 
the necessary secondary feedback to make a decision about 
placement

*Administrative processing waivers may take 2-4 weeks

*Requests for a waiver of placement MAY NOT BE 
CONSIDERED after this deadline



Four ‘P’s of Scheduling

The scheduling process...
from Smith to the High 
School is a collaborative 
process that begins with 
thoughtful, data-driven 
teacher recommendations 
and ends with parental 
review and input (as 
necessary)

Prepared
Are you prepared for the class you are choosing?
Passionate
Are you passionate about the subject matter in the 
more challenging course(s) you are choosing to take?
Participate
Are you willing to fully participate in the work to get the 
grade you want in your most rigorous course(s)?
Programming
When you consider all of your courses together AND 
your commitments, do you have enough time to do 
them all?



Scheduling Timeline***
END OF 2ND QUARTER: January 28, 2022

Teacher Recommendations due to subject supervisors in early 
February based on data described on in class performance and 
related assessment data

MID-FEBRUARY

Updated Curriculum Guide posted to website and parent portal

BETWEEN FEBRUARY 12th-19th

Recommendations are “under review” by subject area 
supervisors

Timelines, 
Timelines, Timelines
We implore you to 
adhere to our 
deadlines for input on 
your student’s course 
selection to help us 
maximize staffing to 
the benefit of all kids. ***Timelines subject to change; important deadlines and changes will be 

communicated via Realtime notification system and social media***

https://www.ramsey.k12.nj.us/Page/532


Scheduling Timeline***
On or about FEBRUARY 26th***

Teacher recommendations for academic placements and initial 
elective requests are posted to Portal and Realtime notification 
is sent home.

BETWEEN FEBRUARY 28th-MARCH 4TH ***

Smith counselors meet with 8th Graders to select electives; 
ELECTIVE SHEET sent home for review/approval

******MARCH 18th******

Deadline for ELECTIVE SHEET to be returned; 
Deadline to submit WAIVER OF PLACEMENT forms

***Timelines subject to change; important deadlines and changes will be 
        communicated via Realtime notification system and social media***

Timelines, 
Timelines, Timelines
We implore you to 
adhere to our 
deadlines for input on 
your student’s course 
selection to help us 
maximize staffing to 
the benefit of all kids.



Scheduling Timeline

BEFORE SPRING BREAK 

Sectioning decisions made by 
Supervisors/Principal/Superintendent

SPRING BREAK

Schedule build begins

Between July 1st and August 1st

2021-22 schedules posted to the Parent Portal

Summer appointments

Meet your counselor/make schedule changes

Timelines, 
Timelines, Timelines
We implore you to 
adhere to our 
deadlines for input on 
your student’s course 
selection to help us 
maximize staffing to 
the benefit of all kids.



Summary
● Ramsey High School has a tradition of 

excellence, and we aspire to provide a model 
education to meet the demands of the 21st 
Century

● The course selection process is a 
collaborative effort between teachers, 
counselors, students, and parents

● Be mindful of deadlines to assist our effort 
to best meet your child’s academic needs 
and elective interests



Thank you!
Further Questions?

● Mike Biggan -  Director of Guidance
mbiggan@ramsey.k12.nj.us

Subject Supervisors:
● English - Carmen Lacherza

clacherza@ramsey.k12.nj.us

● Math - Courtney Rejent (interim)
crejent@ramsey.k12.nj.us

● Social Studies/World Languages - Brennan Heffernan
bheffernan@ramsey.k12.nj.us

● Science/Tech Ed - Holly Falcone
hfalcone@ramsey.k12.nj.us

● Visual/Performing Arts/Family Consumer Science -  Ken Veit
kveit@ramsey.k12.nj.us
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